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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

July 26, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For worshippers 
joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an 
usher or other volunteer. 
We would love to see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please 
fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're worshiping from and how 
we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You 
can also contact us via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634) with 
any questions or prayer requests.

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC

† Please practice social distancing whenever possible. Keep close personal interactions 
to a minimum, especially when inside the building. There is tape on the floor of the 
Welcome Center to help assist you in practicing social distancing. Please feel free to 
worship from the Welcome Center, if you feel uncomfortable with the number of 
people in the sanctuary. Please refrain from shaking hands or hugging. 

† Please practice good hygiene. Masks, hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, and kleenex 
are available in the Welcome Center. Our restrooms are located along the hallway on 
west side of the worship space.

† Large print service folders, hearing devices, and printouts of the hymns are 
available on the Information Booth in the Welcome Center, if you need them.

† Offering plates and friendship registers will not be distributed. Our offering can be 
placed in the slots on the top of the Information Booth in the Welcome Center. Those 
with smartphones can fill in the online connect card. 

† The children’s quiet activity bags have been removed.  However, children’s bulletins 
can be picked up at the Information Booth in the Welcome Center. If you children 
become fussy, you can quiet them in the Welcome Center.  The Children’s Message 
will still take place.  However, the children will not be invited forward. Please keep 
them with you in your pew.
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† Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. Following post-service announcements, 
pastor(s) will leave down the side aisles and head outside to greet you. Ushers will 
dismiss worshipers from the back moving forward; and down the center aisle, as well 
as the side aisles. This is to minimize personal contact. Please take this service folder 
with you and dispose of it properly.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
The Christian seeks spiritual wealth. Our lessons today show people who 
have come into great wealth, but yet this earthly wealth only serves to 
illustrate where true treasure lies. Today we see that true wealth can only 
be found in God and his eternal blessings for us in Christ.

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is green, which represents the growth of our love for 
God, for which we pray today and always.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“Firm Foundation.” Words & Music by Nancy Gordon and Jamie Harvill. © 1994 Integrity’s Praise! Music and Integrity’s 
Hosanna! Music c/o Integrity Music, Inc. P.O. Box 851622, Mobile, AL 36685. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. 
CCLI#145043

Psalm 119b. Words from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights 
reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

755 “Your Kingdom, O God.” Text: © 2002 David W. Rogner. Tune & Setting © 2003 Joseph Herl. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“Lord I Need You.” By Christy Nockels, Daniel Carson, Jesse Reeves, Kristian Stanfill, & Matt Maher. © 2011 sixsteps 
Music, Sweater Weather Music, Thankyou Music, Valley Of Songs Music, worshiptogether.com songs. Used by 
permission: CCLI#143045

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN All Depends on Our Possessing| CW 421
Verse 1 - Song leaders; 2 - Pastors; 3 - Women; 4 - Men; 5 - All

Please stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

10:30 – PUBLIC AFFIRMATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT’S WORK

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways       
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 
his own dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:     In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
C:   Firm Foundation
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray. O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your humble 

servants, who come to you in Jesus’ name. Teach us always to ask according to your 
will that we may never fail to obtain the blessings you have promised; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

C:  Amen.
Be seated

The Word

FIRST LESSON  1 Kings 3:5-15
King Solomon asks God for wisdom above all other riches.
After the reading, the announcement is made:

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!



6

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 119b
All: Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.
M: Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees;

Then I will keep them to the end.
C: Give me understanding, and I will keep your law

And obey it with all my heart.
M: Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight.
All: Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.
M: Turn my eyes away from worthless things;

Preserve my life according to your Word.
C: Fulfill your promise to your servant, so that you may be feared.
M: How I long for your precepts!

Preserve my life in your righteousness.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
All: Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

SECOND LESSON 1 Timothy 6:17-21
Store up eternal treasure in God.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
C: You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  (John 6:68)

Please stand.
GOSPEL   Matthew 13:44-52
Jesus uses parables to show the superiority of spiritual wealth. 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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HYMN Your Kingdom, O God |CW 755
(Verse 1 - Pastors; 2 - Song Leaders; 3 - All)

From the Christian 
Worship Supplement 

(CWS): Based on 
Jesus’ parables in 
Matthew 13, this 

hymn expresses the 
Christian’s great joy 

in discovering the 
glorious and eternal 
treasures that only 

the gospel of 
forgiveness offers.
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SERMON -   The Treasure of the Kingdom of Heaven

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to support 
the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church body, the 
WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING  

Please stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord of our lives, by sending your Son to live and die 

as our perfect substitute, you provided forgiveness 
and salvation for a world of sinners. We praise you 
for your generous saving love. We thank you for 
reaching out to each of us personally with your Word 
and the water of Baptism. 

C: You have set us apart as people who belong to you.
M: Gracious Father, remind us that you have called us to live for you and not for 

ourselves or according to the standards of the world. 

Please use this time to fill 
out the Connect Card that 

is in your service folder. Let 
us know you were with us 

and how we can best keep in 
touch with you!



9

Help us devote our time, our talents, our energy, and whatever you have placed 
into our hands to those things that will be of value for eternity. Help us to love you 
and others and to use things as you desire, instead of loving things and trying to 
use you and others for our own selfish desires. 

C: May our hearts belong to you completely so that our lives can be devoted to 
things that really matter.

M: Bless all who are suffering or in need. Be with the lonely and the grief-stricken. 
Move us to use the unique gifts you have given each of us to bring comfort and 
help to those who need it. Bless the government and the Church, and make us 
blessings to both.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: Crush the selfishness that comes to us naturally, and fill us with joyful generosity. 
Grant that the gifts we bring to you may show that we are just as diligent and just 
as interested in carrying out your business as we are in carrying out our own. 

C: We dare to ask all these things, Father, not because we deserve to, but because 
your Son has earned the right for us to approach you as your dear children. 
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
Be seated. 

HYMN      Lord, I Need You
                                                                    Verses - Song Leaders; Refrain - All 

Choir - Lord, I come, I confess
Bowing here I find my rest
Without You I fall apart
You're the One that guides my heart
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Choir - Where sin runs deep Your grace is more
Where grace is found is where You are
Where You are, Lord, I am free
Holiness is Christ in me

Refrain

Choir - So teach my song to rise to You
When temptation comes my way
When I cannot stand I'll fall on You
Jesus, You're my hope and stay

Refrain

Choir - You're my one defense, my righteousness
Oh God, how I need You
My one defense, my righteousness
Oh God, how I need You

Please stand. 
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.

Refrain:
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BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in 

harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 
with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep 
you. The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The Lord look on 
you with favor and (+)   give you peace.

C:  Amen. 
Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN What Is the World to Me | CW 477
                                                                                Verse 1 - Pastors; 2 - Women; 3 - Men; 4 - All

At baptism, we are marked as 
redeemed children of God with the 

sign of the cross. During the 
blessing, worshippers may make 

the sign of the cross on themselves 
as a reminder of their baptismal 
confidence, knowing that they 
have the Lord’s blessing and 

presence with them.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. In Matthew 13:44-46 Jesus tells two very similar parables—the hidden treasure and 
the pearl. What are the similarities these two parables share? What are some things 
that make them distinct?

2. All the parables in this section of Matthew 13 are about the kingdom of heaven, but 
each highlights a different aspect. Make a list of all the characteristics of the kingdom 
of heaven from these parables.

3. In 1 Kings 3 God offers to give Solomon anything that he asks. Solomon chooses 
wisdom or a discerning heart to guide God’s people. Wisdom is a theme that runs 
throughout the Old Testament and carries significant meaning. Read Proverbs 2 and 
Job 28 to see highlights of this theme. How does that theme in the Old Testament 
match the point of Jesus’ parables about the value of the kingdom of heaven in 
Matthew 13?

4. The characters in Jesus’ parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl let nothing 
come between them and the kingdom of heaven. Paul in 1 Timothy warns against 
wealth doing that exact thing. How is that warning still necessary in our world 
today? What other things try to come between us and the kingdom of heaven?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORDINATION SERVICE THIS AFTERNOON            July 26 | 4:00 PM           

You are invited to a formal celebration of Pastor Plagenz’s entry into the 
pastoral ministry.  The ordination and installation service will take place at 
4:00 PM this Sunday. Pastor Plagenz’s father, Pastor Michael Plagenz, will 
preach the sermon.  Masks are required, but we have some on-hand if you 
need one. Help us welcome our new pastor!

VOLUNTEER FOR THE CLOTHING DRIVE & GIVEAWAY August 4-8

Our Clothing Drive and Giveaway is just over a week away. We could use a few more 
volunteers especially for the giveaway days ~ Thursday, August 6 - Saturday, August 8. 
Duties would include being friendly and helpful, straightening clothing displays, and 
possible helping some take bags to their car.  Shifts last only two hours. We will be 
following social distancing and safety guidelines.  Our signup sheet can be found in the 
Welcome Center and on our website: www.stpaulswr.org/serve.

DIME & DOLLAR ACCEPTING BACK TO SCHOOL DONATIONS

Students are getting ready to return to the classroom, no matter what that my look like. 
Dime & Dollar Thrift Store in Stevens Point is helping them prepare. Since the store is 
located near a college, they have customers looking for apartment-size refrigerators & 
microwaves; apartment furniture such as desks, drop leaf tables, bookshelves, end tables, 
loveseats, & futons; dishes, silverware, pots & pans; towels, bed sheets, comforters, & 
shower curtains.  All items should be in very good to excellent condition. Donations can 
be taken to the Thrift Store (3268 Church St) Monday through Friday between 10:00 AM 
and 4:00 PM.  Profits from the thrift store benefit Northland Lutheran High School.

CONFIRMATION NEXT SUNDAY August 2 | 10:30AM

Our teen confirmation rite will be held during our 10:30 service next Sunday.  If you 
usually attend the second service, just a reminder to allow room at the front of the church 
for the families of our confirmands. They won’t want to miss a moment of this special day 
with their children.
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REMINDER: NO SUNDAY STUDY

With all of the special services the next few weeks, we are not holding our Sunday Bible 
study again until August 30. Please consider using the Take Home Questions in the 
service folder and spend time at home searching God’s Word.

DONATE SCHOOL SUPPLIES by August 5                                                                

Our school supply drive wraps up on August 5. Our donations will be added others from 
the community and distributed to low-income students on August 16-17 at Lincoln High 
School.  The greatest need is for backpacks, which can be costly, as well as basic supplies 
like notebooks, folders, and gluesticks. Place your donations in the basket in the Welcome 
Center.

CONGREGATIONAL MISSION OFFERING

In the first six month of 2020 our church gave $16,481.89 to the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (WELS).  A percentage of our regular offerings are passed onto the synod 
to train called workers, support missions, supply humanitarian aid, and accomplish other 
work that we as a congregation could not do on our own. To learn more about the work 
of the synod, visit wels.net.

UPDATE FROM NORTHLAND LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL

† Graduation went off beautifully in an outdoor, socially distant service on July 18. 
Twenty young people graduated, one even by facetime! 

† God willing, classes for the 2020-2021 school year will begin on August 26. Plans are 
to offer simultaneous face-to-face and live-time, virtual instruction. 

† The Northland Association and all supporters are working toward reducing NLHS 
debt by 40%. God's people have been incredibly generous and met the 12/31/19 goal 
of $465,000. We are pressing forward toward our next goal of $788,000 in total debt 
reduction by 12/31/20. Currently, we are at $588,781. On this course, the 40% debt-
reduction will be reached by December 2022; the ENTIRE debt will be gone by 
December 2032. 
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CALENDAR                     July 26-August 
2

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Worship

4:00 PM Ordination/Installation Service for Pastor Plagenz

MONDAY           11:00 AM Worship for at-risk individuals

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom

SUNDAY     8:00 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Worship - Confirmation

UPCOMING EVENTS
Aug 4-5 Clothing Donation Days
Aug 6-8 Clothing Giveaway
Aug 9 Easter 2.0
Aug 10-14 St. Paul’s Serving at SWEPS Food Pantry
Aug 16 New Member Welcome/Baptism Affirmations
Aug 23 Celebration of Mr. Pahl’s 40 years in Ministry

OFFERING REPORT
Last Week’s Attendance: 179

From July 1, 2020 to July 17, 2020
Actual ministry income:  $27,263                                                                 
Actual cost of ministry:    $56,063          

Mortgage balance:  $1,379,471 

guard what has been 
entrusted to you
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